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5 travellers lose High 
Court planning battle 



By JON AUSTIN 

jon.aust1n$nqe.com 

TRAVELLERS fighting to live on 
green belt have failed to convince 
the High Court they should be 
allowed to stay. 

Families on five plots, called Five 
Acres, in Hovefields Drive, Wickford, 
launched a High Court challenge after 
they were refused retrospective per- 
mission by both the Planning Inspec- 
torate and Basildon Council. 

However, the decision does not mean 
the council can yet kick them out. 

The families are involved in a sepa- 
rate legal challenge against their evic- 
tion alongside travellers from Dale 
Farm, in Crays Hill, which goes to the 
Court of Appeal on December 4. 

At the High Court yesterday, the 
families argued their needs, including 
sending two special-needs children 
and other youngsters to school, should 
outweigh the strict green belt status. 

Anne Coyle, John Ox, Christine Red- 
din, Paula Gallagher and Mary 
McCarthy asked judge Mr Justice 
Collins to order their case is reconsid- 
ered by the Planning Inspectorate. 

However, the judge who was respon- 
sible for suspending the council's evic- 
tion plans in May, ruled the inspector 


Judge rules 
official was 
right to back 
plans refusal 

was entitled to back the authority's 
planning refusal. 

He said he had to balance the 
group’s personal circumstances 
against the public interest in uphold- 
ing the law and protecting landscapes 
from planning breaches. 

The judge said: “The inspector 
decided this legitimate aim could only 
be adequately safeguarded by refusal 
of planning permission. 

“It seems to me that was a conclu- 
sion which he was entitled to reach.” 

The judge said the inspector was 
entitled to reach the conclusion that 
the educational needs of the children 
were “not particularly unusual”. 

He added: “The fact is that it was for 
him to judge the weight that ought be 
attached to these matters. 

“It is only if it can be said that he 
failed to have regard to a material mat- 
ter that a claim such as this could suc- 
ceed.” 







